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Resolution 1993-04-06 
 
CONTROL OF DUCK PLAGUE 
 
WHEREAS, Duck Plague (also called duck virus enteritis or D.V.E.) is a contagious herpesvirus 
infection of ducks, geese, and swans; and 
 
WHEREAS, Duck Plague outbreaks frequently occur in feral, semi- 
 
WHEREAS, ducks infected with this virus may become silent carriers and intermittently shed virus for up 
to 5 years; and 
 
WHEREAS, detection of carrier birds among waterfowl surviving a Duck Plague mortality event is not 
possible under field conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Duck Plague has caused catastrophic mortality in free-ranging wild waterfowl and is known 
to decrease fertility and hatchability in several species; and 
 
WHEREAS, past surveys have indicated that the virus is not endemic in free-ranging waterfowl 
populations; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
supports conservation agencies in their efforts to minimize the spread of potentially devastating Duck 
Plague in free-ranging waterfowl populations by all methods necessary to reduce their exposure to this 
disease and reduce the attraction of infected sites to waterfowl. 
 
 
Adopted September 15, 1993 
Lake Placid, New York 
 
